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Oak trees host the largest number of 
caterpillar species: (Source: Doug Tallamy)

Plant natives -
The whole ecosystem will thank you!



Io Moth

Host plants:

Many native trees including;

- Oak

- Willow

- Hackberry

- Wild cherry

The spines on the caterpillar are a protective 
adaptation- watch out! They can sting. Some 
birds have adaptations to be immune to the 
stinging chemicals on caterpillars like these.



Karner Blue
Butterfly (Endangered)

Host plants:

-Wild Lupine (Lupinus Perennis)

Just the one plant!



Luna Moth

Host plants:

Many native trees including;

- White birch

- Black walnut

- Butternut

- Hickory

- Persimmon

- Sweetgum

- Wild cherry



Black Swallowtail
Butterfly

Host plants:

Those closely related to carrots, including;

- Fennel
- Dill
- Rue
- Queen Anne’s Lace
- And of course, Carrots!



VA Creeper 
Sphinx Moth

Host plants:

- Virginia Creeper

- Viburnum

- Grapevine

- Peppervine

Virginia Creeper shown below:



Zebra Swallowtail
Butterfly

Host plants:

- Pawpaw tree (Asimina Triloba)

Just the one! Pawpaws are our largest native 
fruit, growing naturally in moist lowlands



Monarch Butterfly
(Endangered)

Host plants:

- Any plant in the Milkweed family 
(Asclepias)

Common Milkweed shown below:


